
June 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

 

I hope this communication finds you and your family safe and well. I would like to share 

with you some more detailed information regarding our return to school in August. 

 

As you may be aware, on Tuesday 23 June, the Deputy First Minister announced to the 

Scottish Parliament that the Scottish Government is now aiming for the full return of 

children and young people to schools in August, subject to ongoing COVID-19 scientific 

and health advice. 

 

While we are now planning a return to full-time schooling in August, we have also put in 

place, as required by the Scottish Government, contingency plans for a blended learning 

model with pupils attending school on some days and learning at home on others.   

 

At Riverside Primary our contingency plan, should we require it, and as agreed by 

Stirling Council in line with the Scottish Government, would be that 50% of our children 

would attend Riverside Primary at any one time. 

 

This means that pupils would attend school on consecutive days which would, if 

required, allow us to follow physical distancing guidance and would support direct face 

to face teaching as much as possible. 

 

Our contingency model would be: 

 

Week 1 – week beginning Monday the 10 August would follow the following pattern; 

Monday 10 and Tuesday 11 August - Staff Training and preparation days. No children 

attending. 

Wednesday 12 August - Cohort 1 (Wallace) return to school 

Thursday 13 August - School closed for planning and review day 

Friday 14 August - Cohort 2 (Bruce) return to school 

 

Week 2 (Week beginning 17 Aug) 

Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday    Thursday  Friday 

Cohort 1  Cohort 1  Cohort 1 (school closed at 12:30)    Cohort 2  Cohort 2 

(Wallace) (Wallace) (Wallace)    (Bruce) (Bruce) 

 

Week 3 (Week Beginning 24 August) 

Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday     Thursday  Friday 

Cohort 1  Cohort 1  Cohort 2 (school closed at 12:30)     Cohort 2   Cohort 2 

(Wallace) (Wallace) (Bruce)    (Bruce) (Bruce) 

 

Each week will then follow the above pattern until further notice. 



Your child/children’s Cohort, should we require it, would be: 

 

Child’s Name _________________________ 

Child’s Name _________________________ 

Child’s Name _________________________ 

Child’s Name _________________________ 

                                                                    Cohort _________________ 
 

Please understand in the event that this contingency model would have to be 

implemented that we have very little room for change. Each change sets off a chain of 

changes for other families that inevitably ends in a child not accessing their 

entitlement.  The Scottish Government has made it clear that employers must support 

families around flexible working conditions. Should you require to we would ask you to 

approach your employers to discuss arrangements that support your child’s cohort days 

or look for solutions to support child care.  We understand and appreciate these are 

very difficult times and would prefer to be in a position to offer flexible cohorts but 

this is not possible within the above model. 

 

Early Years providers have worked with the school to ensure siblings cohort days 

match. If there are any issues please contact your Early Years Provider and we will 

work with them to address this where possible. 

 

I would like to share with you what blended learning at Riverside would look like, 

however, I would hope this would not be required on our return to school.  There would 

be a blend of face to face learning in school and at home learning.  Home learning may 

involve elements of digital learning, but it will not solely rely on this approach. 

 

Please be assured that, if we need to, I believe with your support and feedback we can 

work together to ensure our blended learning model would meet the needs of all our 

children.  

 

However, please be assured we are planning for Riverside Primary School to reopen on 

Wednesday 12 August for a full return of all pupils and we would only implement the 

above detailed contingency model subject to advice from the Scottish Government and 

Public Health.  

 

Please be assured that I will update you all during the holidays, should I require to, 

regarding any changes.  

 

It has been a challenging and difficult period for us all.  Please ensure you take the 

summer holiday to be together with your loved ones and look after each other until we 

see you in August. 

 

Kind Regards 

Michelle MacPhee (Headteacher) 



 


