
Tel: 01786 474128 

Email: rvrsdeps@stirling.gov.uk 

5 August 2020 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

Updated return to school arrangements August 2020 

 

I hope you have had a good summer break and your children are looking forward to returning to school on 

Wednesday 12 August.  We are all very much looking forward to welcoming your children back to school 

and commencing learning and teaching.  I am sure you will all be aware of the most recent guidelines from 

the Scottish Government and Stirling Council.  We have been preparing for the start of the new school 

session and I would like to assure you that safety and wellbeing of our pupils, staff and families is 

paramount. 

 

The following operational procedures are designed to support a safe return to school for all pupils, staff 

and families and will be continually reviewed. Please note that separate return to Nursery arrangements 

will be communicated separately.  Please share and discuss the following arrangements with your child in 

preparation for their return on Wednesday 12th August.  

 

Risk Assessments 

We have completed full Risk Assessments for the safety of all pupils, staff and families and these have 

influenced our proposed operational procedures at this time. 

 

If your child has a health issue that you are concerned about, please contact us to discuss as it may be 

appropriate to have an individualised risk assessment.  If your child identifies as Black, Asian, Minority 

Ethnic (BAME) please contact the school if you would like to discuss an individualised risk assessment.   

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/people-at-higher-risk/whos-at-higher-risk-

from-coronavirus 

 

Operational Procedures: 

The School Day for week 1 (12-14 August) and week 2 (week commencing 17 August)  

We have attached with this letter the proposed drop off/pick up arrangements including staggered start 

and finish times for the school day.  Please note that the children are required to line up in their classes 

rather than their houses.  This ensures we comply with and adhere to guidance relating to physical 

distancing.  We would like to implement this procedure for the first two weeks of this term to help 

support familiarising the children with the new routines and one way system around school.  However, in an 

emergency situation we will revert to our agreed fire evacuation plan. 

 

Lunches 

Please note we will be implementing staggered break and lunches.  At this time we are requesting that all 

children remain in school for lunch and do not go home if possible.  Lunches will be served in each 

classroom.  On Wednesday 12, Thursday 13 and Friday 14 August the children will have the option of a 

school packed lunch. This will consist of – a sandwich (with choice of filling), carton of milk, piece of fruit 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/people-at-higher-risk/whos-at-higher-risk-from-coronavirus
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/people-at-higher-risk/whos-at-higher-risk-from-coronavirus


and either a yoghurt or homebaking.  We have also attached the 3 week rota menu for the week beginning 

Monday 17 August.   

 

Children are able to bring a packed lunch from home.  If possible, this should be packed in a hard surfaced 

plastic container/lunchbox or a disposable bag to support easy cleaning.   

 

Classroom Guidelines 

We have prepared an individual stationery pack for each child which will remain in school.  At this time, we 

request that children do not bring a schoolbag or any items from home eg pencil cases, toys or books.  

Children are advised not to use the water fountains in school at this time and should bring a filled water 

bottle with them. 

 

We will be teaching P.E. and this will be outside for the time being.  We request that children do not bring 

their P.E. kit to school but wear their polo shirt, school trousers/leggings and trainers on their P.E, days.  

Teachers will advise which days their class will have P.E.  on other days children should follow agreed  

school uniform policy. 

 

Following Government guidelines on classroom ventilation, and in line with our school policy on Outdoor 

Learning, we will be maximising the use of our outdoor spaces so please ensure your child comes to school 

with appropriate clothing and a jacket with a hood.  

 

We are proposing that homework will commence week beginning 7 September.  This will give us some time 

to settle the children back into school. 

 

Children will be required to use hand sanitiser on entry and exit from the classroom or school building.  

We have provided wall-mounted hand sanitisers outside each classroom and entry/exit points.  We will be 

ensuring regular hand hygiene throughout the day. 

 

The school will implement additional cleaning procedures throughout the day of high traffic areas. 

 

Physical Distancing 

In line with national guidance based on scientific evidence, there is no need for physical distancing 

between children.  We will, however, minimise the interaction between classes whilst children are in 

school.  A 2 metre distance will be kept between adults and children wherever possible. If not possible, 

e.g. when administering first aid, adults may wear a face mask. It will be helpful if you can discuss this 

with your child. 

 

Visitors to the building will be greatly reduced and limited to only those who require to undertake 

essential work eg emergency repairs/deliveries. 

 

We have to ask parents, carers and other family members at this time not to enter the school building.  

Should you require to contact a member of staff we request that you phone or e-mail the school and we 

will ensure we respond as soon as possible.  If it is urgent regarding a change of arrangements for your 

child we request that you phone rather than e-mail. 

 



We understand parents of younger children may wish to wait until their child’s class line has gone in to 

school but we do ask that all adults in the playground or just outside the school leave promptly, adhering 

to Government advice and do not congregate in groups.  We request that parents agree a place with your 

child where you will stand and wait to collect them while maintaining physical distancing with adults and 

children from other households.   

 

Please be aware that some staff or children may wear face masks in line with individual risk assessments, 

please can you ensure you discuss this with your child.   

 

We will not be holding assemblies or using our communal spaces at this time. 

 

Following Government guidance, travel on public transport should be avoided where possible. 

 

If any of your household display any symptoms of Covid-19 please follow public health guidance and 

do not come to school or enter the school grounds.   

 

Should a child become ill with any Covid-19 related symptoms we will isolate them safely in a 

designated room and contact you immediately to collect your child and seek a test. 

 

Further guidance can be found at the following links:-  

Parentclub website https://www.parentclub.scot 

Stirling council FAQs https://www.stirling.gov.uk/learning-education/coronavirus-education-

updates/reopening-of-schools-faqs/ 

 

  

At Riverside we value your feedback and seek your opinions to help inform our decision making.  Please be 

assured we will endeavour to continue to do this, albeit in a different way.  We appreciate that this is a 

very different start to our term and we are grateful for your on-going support for the safe return of 

children to school.  We will continue to review our operating procedures in line with guidance and update 

you regularly with any changes.  In the meantime, should you have any concerns regarding the safe return 

of your child to school please do not hesitate to contact me via phone or e-mail. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Michelle MacPhee 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.parentclub.scot/topics/coronavirus/startback?age=0%20%20
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